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• Determine how nest characteristics influence robin nesting 

success and estimate overall nesting success 

• Searched for nests at 7 study sites April – August 2022

• Nests were monitored every 2-3 days to track survival

• Recorded characteristics of nests (height, concealment, 

etc.)

• Used the logistic exposure method to estimate nest survival 

and model relationships between nest characteristics and 

survival

• Located 44 nests. 30 on the ATU campus

• Found nests in 15 tree/shrub species and on campus buildings

• Nest height, age, concealment, and date do not have a significant 

relationship with nest survival

• Robin nesting success much lower than in other studies

• Predation pressure may be high enough that nest 

characteristics have little impact on nest survival

• Birds nesting in suburban areas may be able to cope 

with low individual nest success by having multiple 

broods in a breeding season3

• AR drought 2022, skewed fledgling sex ratio, low 

fledgling survival

• Robin reproductive success may be lower in suburban 

areas than previously documented 

• 2023 goals: compare reproductive success and sex ratio 

between years, identify nest predators, track more 

fledglings
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Introduction
• Birds nesting in suburban areas face threats from increased 

predator densities and habitat fragmentation/isolation1

• The American robin (Turdus migratorius) is an abundant 

songbird species that thrives in suburban areas, with 

apparent nesting success as high as 90%2

• Little research has been done on the nesting biology of 

American robins, and robin nesting success is understudied 

in Arkansas

• Studying robin nesting biology may help us understand how 

other bird species succeed in developed areas 
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Intercept = 3.22, SE = 0.84 

Slope = -0.009, SE = 0.01, p = 0.472

Intercept = 2.62, SE = 0.42

Slope = -0.008, SE = 0.09, p = 0.928

Intercept = 2.86, SE = 173.2 

Slope = -0.000012, SE = 0.0078, p = 0.999

Intercept = 2.27, SE = 0.36 

Slope = 0.02, SE = 0.02, p = 0.334
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